A WORLD SURVEY, MAY 24., 1944

There is no doubt that this political entity, the French Committee
of National Liberation, presides over, and directs, forces at the present
time which, in the struggle against Hitler in Europe, give it the fourth
place in the Grand Alliance. The reason why the United States and
Great Britain have not been able to recognize it yet as the Government
of France, or even as the Provisional Government of France, is because
we are not sure that it represents the French nation in the same way
as the Governments of Britain, the United States and Soviet Russia
represent the whole body of their people. The Committee will, of
course, exercise leadership in establishing law and order in the liberated
areas of France under the supervision, while the military exigency
lasts, of the supreme Allied Commander ; but we do not wish to commit
ourselves at this stage to imposing the Government of the French
Committee upon all of France which might fall under our control,
without more knowledge than we now possess of the situation in the
interior of the country. At the same time I must make it clear that we
shall have no dealings with the Vichy Government, or any one tainted
with that association, because they have decided to follow the path of
collaboration with our enemies. Many of them have definitely desired,
and worked for, a German victory.

In Norway and the Low Countries it is different. If we go there we
shall find that the continuity of lawful government is maintained by the
Governments which we recognize, and with which we are in intimate
relations. The Governments of King Haakon and Queen Wilhelmina
are the lawfully-founded Governments of those States, with perfect
and unbroken continuity, and should our liberating Armies enter those
countries we feel we should deal with them and also, as far as possible,
with the Belgian and Danish Governments, although their Sovereigns
are prisoners, but with whose countries we have the closest ties. On
the other hand, we are not able to take a decision at this time to treat
the French Committee of National Liberation, or the French Pro-
visional Government, as it has been called, as the full, final, and lawful
embodiment of the French Republic. It may be that the Committee
itself may be able to aid us in the solution of these riddles, and I must
say that I think their decree governing their future action constitutes
a most forceful and helpful step in that direction. With the full
approval of the President of the United States, I have invited General
de Gaulle to pay us a visit over here in the near future, and my right
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has just shown me a telegram from
Mr. Duff Cooper in Algiers, saying that he will be very glad to come.
There is nothing like talking things over, and seeing where we can get
to. I hope he will bring some members of his Government with him so
that the whole matter can be reviewed.

As this war has progressed, it has become less ideological in its
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